The federal-
provincial plan for
Medicare, the Health
Accord, expires in
spring 2014. The
federal government
has refused to sit down with the prov-
inces and negotiate a new Accord,
sticking with its plan to cut federal
funding which could lead

to further privatization.

Canadians cherish our public health
care system. It represents bedrock
values of equality, fairness and democ-
racy. It delivers the best care at the
lowest cost. Canadians want Medicare
expanded, not dismantled.

Recent national polls show that:

e 87 per cent of Canadians support
public solutions to make health
care stronger, across party lines';

e Canadians expect their federal
government to take the lead in
health care reform?; and,

e Canadians want their federal
politicians to make Medicare
improvements the top priority.®
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LET'S PROTECT,
STRENGTHEN AND
EXPAND OUR PUBLIC
HEALTH CARE SYSTEM -
FOR ALL CANADIANS

WE NEED PUBLIC SOLUTIONS AND
FEDERAL LEADERSHIP

The Canadian Union of Public
Employees represents more than
620,000 Canadians, including
190,000 health care workers. We call
on the federal government to protect,
strengthen and expand Medicare.

The federal government must

protect Medicare through:

e Stable and sufficient funding:
Negotiate with the provinces and
territories a new 10-year Health
Accord with stable and adequate
funding, including at minimum the
6 per cent escalator.

¢ National standards: Enforce the
Canada Health Act, including the
ban on user fees and extra billing,
and correct gaps in monitoring and
reporting under the Act.

The federal government must

strengthen Medicare through:

e Safe health care: Implement a
national strategy to reduce health-
care associated infections, with
dedicated funding for microbio-
logical cleaning standards, more
in-house cleaning staff, lower
hospital occupancy, and
mandatory public reporting.

PROTECT.
STRENGTHEN.

EXPAND.

Better frontline
care: Promote
access to effective
primary health care with
funding for new and
expanded Community
Health Centres.

The federal government
must expand Medicare
through:

e Better continuing care: Create a
national continuing care program,
covering long-term care facilities,
home and community care, with
dedicated transfers financed from
general revenue and Canada Health
Act standards, plus minimum
staffing and phasing out of
for-profit delivery.

e Safe and affordable drugs: Establish
a national pharmacare program,
and exempt health care from trade
agreements, starting with CETA.

For more information, see:
www.cupe.ca/health-care/
public-solutions
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